
 

Art, Adventure, and Agatha Christie: Why the English Riviera is the UK’s Ultimate Easter 
Escape 

From National Gallery open-air exhibitions to Bubbleology world records, South Devon’s beautiful 
bay unveils a blockbuster spring program for families 

This Easter, the English Riviera is making a compelling case as the UK’s premier family destination, 
blending world-class culture with the raw beauty of a UNESCO Global Geopark.  

Located just three hours from London by train, the region has announced a spring line-up that rivals 
major city breaks while offering the rejuvenation and mindfulness of the coast. 

The headline event of the season is Art on Your Doorstep at Torre Abbey. This free, open-air 
exhibition from the National Gallery is one of only a few nationwide. Stretching from the medieval 
abbey to the vibrant Torquay Harbour, it offers families a rare chance to engage with life-sized 
reproductions of masterpieces against a backdrop of 400-million-year-old coastal heritage. 

The region’s National Trust properties are also reimagining the traditional Easter celebrations this 
year. Visitors can follow in the footsteps of Agatha Christie at Greenway with woodland Easter egg 
hunts overlooking the River Dart. And for the intrepid explorer, it’s always a great time to visit Kents 
Cavern Prehistoric Caves.  

Babbacome Model Village, famous for its thoughtful installations and intricate details, will also 
feature an alternative Easter Egg Trail and enchanting evening illuminations. And for the foodies, 
there’s an Easter-themed afternoon tea at The Imperial, one of Torquay’s grandest seafront hotels.  

Coleton Fishacre, the stunning National Trust 1920s country retreat complete with a tropical garden 
by the sea, will also showcase Festival of Blossom, featuring opportunities to view the new blooms, 
have a picnic under the blossom, practice mindfulness, or experience forest bathing. 

From toddlers to teens, the entertainment schedule is packed with things to see and do. For little 
ones, BBC’s Justin Fletcher brings Justin Live: Justin Time to the Princess Theatre.  

For teens, The K-Pop Kingdom at Babbacombe Theatre promises a high-octane celebration of global 
hits and for the curious, Brixham Theatre hosts the Ultimate Bubble Show, featuring Guinness World 
Record holder Ray Bubbles and his never-before-seen bubble magic. 

For families who prefer salt spray to stage lights, the UNESCO Global Geopark coastline offers 
Coasteering and Kayaking, clambering over sea-sculpted rocks, and swimming in natural rock pools.  

The Dartmouth Steam Railway from Paignton and the iconic Round Robin (steam train, river boat 
and open-top bus combined) make for memorable days out, and the South West Coast Path offers 
walks for every ability and age. 

With a range of accommodation to suit all budgets and group sizes from friendly, family-run B&Bs, 
action-packed holiday parks, self-catering and seafront hotels, the English Riviera really does have 
something for everyone this Easter holiday. 

https://www.englishriviera.co.uk/whats-on/art-on-your-doorstep-at-torre-abbey-p2787483
https://www.englishriviera.co.uk/whats-on/easter-egg-hunt-at-greenway-p3662783
https://www.englishriviera.co.uk/whats-on/easter-egg-hunt-at-greenway-p3662783
https://www.englishriviera.co.uk/things-to-do/kents-cavern-prehistoric-caves-p140003
https://www.englishriviera.co.uk/things-to-do/kents-cavern-prehistoric-caves-p140003
https://www.englishriviera.co.uk/whats-on/enchanting-illuminations-at-babbacombe-model-village-p3674313
https://www.englishriviera.co.uk/whats-on/babbacombe-model-village-easter-egg-trail-p1413873
https://www.englishriviera.co.uk/whats-on/easter-themed-afternoon-tea-p3867513
https://www.englishriviera.co.uk/whats-on/festival-of-blossom-at-coleton-fishacre-p3908083
https://www.englishriviera.co.uk/whats-on/justin-live-justin-time-to-rock-p3821843
https://www.englishriviera.co.uk/whats-on/k-pop-kingdom-p3833133
https://www.englishriviera.co.uk/whats-on/the-ultimate-bubble-show-for-children-and-their-families-p3792783
https://www.englishriviera.co.uk/things-to-do/geopark-coasteering-tour-p3683773
https://www.englishriviera.co.uk/things-to-do/dartmouth-steam-railway-starting-in-paignton-p141283
https://www.englishriviera.co.uk/things-to-do/dartmouth-steam-railway-and-river-boat-company-p1323013


 

Carolyn Custerson, CEO of the English Riviera BID Company, commented: “Easter on the English 
Riviera is something genuinely special this year. Whether you’re scrambling along the Geopark 
coastline, watching the kids hunt for eggs at the National Trust’s historic house of Greenway, or 
experiencing art from the National Gallery against the backdrop of Torquay Harbour, there is 
something here for every family whatever the weather.”  

For more information about the range of events and activities to enjoy this Easter, visit 
https://www.englishriviera.co.uk/whats-on/seasonal-events/easter  

For more information about accommodation offerings across the English Riviera, visit 
https://www.englishriviera.co.uk/accommodation  
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NOTES TO EDITOR: 

Issued by Olivia Boyce-Phillips at Four Marketing Agency. For all enquiries, please contact: 07913 
676311 or email olivia@fourmarketingagency.com 

About the English Riviera 

The English Riviera Business Improvement District (BID) Company is a collaborative effort between 
over 1000 local businesses, authorities, and stakeholders dedicated to enhancing the tourism 
experience and promoting sustainable economic growth for Torbay. 

With 22 miles of stunning coastline the English Riviera covers Torquay, Paignton and Brixham.   
Torquay is the birthplace of Agatha Christie, the world’s greatest crime writer, and the resort offers a 
vast array of culture, history, water activities, spas, festivals, entertainment and food and drink 
experiences. 

As a designated UNESCO Global Geopark, the English Riviera has gained international recognition for 
its 400 million years of geological heritage and is promoted as one ‘Earth’s Extraordinary Places.’ The 
resort is also an international cruise port. 

Please find below a list of exhibitions and activities this Easter in the English Riviera with respective 
prices.   

For more information for consumers visit www.englishriviera.co.uk and for businesses visit 
www.englishriviera.co.uk/bid. 
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